
 The Baltimore Mineral Society 
 

1 | P a g e  
The Conglomerate      September 2025 

 
Volume 20, No. 9                                                                                       September 2025 

 

Photo of the Month 
From John Vanko 

 
Fluorapatites on quartz crystal, Panasqueira Minne, 
Portugal 
 
The largest fluorapatite crystals are about 3 inches  
across. 
 
Houston Museum of Natural Science, 2007. 
 

Sept. 17th Meeting: Zoom Only 
 
The September meeting will occur on Wednesday, 
Sept. 17th. Because the Natural History Society of 
Maryland building is under construction, we will not 
be able to meet in the classroom. The meeting will 
take place on Zoom.  
 
Zoom invites will be sent to all members a few days 
before the meeting. Zooming is easy. If you click 
the invite at the time of the meeting, Zoom and your 
computer will step by step help you connect to the 
meeting.  
 
If you see a small window asking, “Connect to 
Zoom Meeting?”, it is just your computer asking if it 
is OK to connect. Tell it yes and you will be in the 
meeting.  
 

Micromount Workshop Sept. 27 
 
Our club will sponsor a workshop on microunting 
Sept 27. Each participant will have a microscope to 
use, supplies, tools, and nice little rocks to mount. 
Everyone will have a chance to make a few 
micromounts to take home. To learn more, go to  
https://www.marylandnature.org/get-
involved/events   and scroll ahead to Sept. 27. 
 
President’s Message 
 
I don’t know about you, but I feel as though the 
Summer just flew by.  The weather has turned 
cooler, kids are back in school, and the Desautels 
Micromount Symposium is almost upon us.  (See 
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more about that below and elsewhere in this issue.)  
I hope that all of you are doing well, keeping safe 
and healthy, and enjoying your mineral-related 
activities, whether collecting outdoors, attending 
mineral shows, buying online, cataloging your 
collection, reading about minerals, or just enjoying 
having and viewing the interesting and beautiful 
specimens in your collection. 
 
There are two mineral-related events that will be 
held at the NHSM in the coming month or so.  This 
month, on September 27, Mike Seeds and I will be 
presenting “Microminerals 101,” a workshop 
introducing folks to this aspect of the mineral 
hobby.  (Yes, I know that’s the Saturday of the Gem 
Cutters’ Show.  Unfortunately, I didn’t know the 
dates of that show when we set up the workshop 
date.)  Mike and I have put together a PowerPoint 
presentation giving step-by-step instructions for 
preparing a micromount, and everything you need 
will be provided—microscopes, specimens for 
mounting, equipment (boxes, glue, corks, knives, 
labels, tweezers, etc.)..  If you want an introduction 
to the beauty of microminerals, this is your chance.  
And, all participants in the workshop will get a $20 
credit (that’s half off!) towards the registration fee at 
this year’s Desautels Symposium.  For more 
information and registration, go to the NHSM 
website (marylandnature.org), click on “Calendar,” 
then on the workshop title on the date.  Even if you 
don’t think you’ll ever become a micromounter 
(which is what I thought 40 or so years ago—how 
things change!), this is a chance to learn about a 
different aspect of the mineral hobby.  (And, yes, I 
have been assured that the power will be back on by 
then!) 
 
The second big event is the Society’s annual 
Desautels Micromount Symposium, being held on 
October 17-19.  All of you should have received the 
flyer and registration form from Mike Seeds.  (If 
not, contact Mike to have it sent to you.)  As always, 
we’ll have a series of talks, the induction ceremony 
for this year’s indictees into the Micromounters’ 
Hall of Fame, voice and silent auctions, mineral and 
equipment sales, and a full giveaway table.  We 
have recently received a couple of large donations of 
minerals and mounts, many of which should be of 

interest to collectors of non-micromount specimens.  
But, as always, one of the main attractions at the 
Symposium is the opportunity to interact with other 
collectors who share an interest in microminerals.  
Since we are hosting this event, we’ll also need help 
from Society members to make it the best we can, 
especially for setup on Friday afternoon and take-
down/cleanup on early Sunday afternoon.  So please 
plan to join in at this event, both for the knowledge 
you’ll gain and to lend a hand in putting it on. Please 
register ahead of time so we can order enough food. 
 
Due to the ongoing construction at the NHSM, the 
power is off in the building as I write this and will 
be out on our regular meeting night.  This means 
that we’ll be reverting to 2021 and having only a 
virtual meeting via Zoom.  I thought that it would be 
interesting to have a “What’s New?” session this 
month.  What specimens have you acquired 
recently, either by the sweat of your brow or the 
cash in your wallet?  What shows have you 
attended?  Visited a museum exhibit on minerals or 
gems?  What mineral-related book have you been 
reading that you want to share with fellow Society 
members?  I’ll talk a bit about what I saw at 
August’s Springfield show and show some of the 
specimens I purchased there.  What do you have 
that’s new (at least for you)?  I’m sure that your 
fellow members would be interested in seeing and 
hearing about them, so plan on having a few things 
on hand to “show off” to everyone else. 
 
That’s about it for now.  I hope to see all of you at 
the meeting (well, at least your faces on Zoom).  
Stay safe and healthy.  And be sure to buy and use a 
good mineral book—or use a good mineral-related 
website. 
 

Postcards From Little Switzerland 
 

by John Vanko 
How many of you have visited the gem fields of 
North Carolina?  If you’re a long-time BMS 
member, I would suspect the answer is ‘most of 
you’. 
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I first became aware of these mountains of North 
Carolina through the pages of Rocks And Minerals 
magazine, and a postcard from my Aunt “B” who 
traveled there in 1965. 
 

 
 
With such lovely gems, I knew I had to go someday.  
And I did, in 1966, visiting Franklin and the 
surrounding area.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
We panned for sapphires and rubies at one of the 
“mines” which were stream-side digs.  The 
proprietors showed us how to shovel for the most 
productive layer, then sift for rhodolite garnets and 
hopefully some corundum. 
 

 
 
We collect many rhodolite garnets, and one pink 
opaque ruby, and one baby blue opaque sapphire.  
So our visit was a success. 
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Rhodolite garnets and a six-sided Ruby (central 
right with reflection off the c-axis pinacoid or 
cleavage).  Ruby 0.35 mm tall (0.14”)  
 
 
Along the way we stopped at a small road-cut in the 
Blue Ridge mountains of Virginia that exposed the 
rock unakite.  Not a mineral, but a metamorphic 
rock, unakite comprises pink orthoclase feldspar, 
green epidote, and grey quartz. 
 
 

 
Unakite, Virginia 
5.3 cm (2.1”) across 
 

 
 
Driving around Franklin we visited a home with a 
sign “Rocks For Sale”.  There I bought a sea-green 
beryl crystal in massive grey smoky quartz.  I could 
see it extend down into the quartz, so I decided to 
extract it.  

 
Beryl, Macon Co., NC 
4.58 cm x 1.08 cm (1.8” x 0.42”) 
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And perhaps the high point of our trip was a visit to 
the Crabtree Emerald Mine.  It was closed, but I 
scavenged the dump.  There I found black schorl 
tourmaline, golden beryl, and few specimens with a 
hint of green emerald. 
 

 
Emerald in matrix, Crabtree Mine Dump, 1966 
4 cm (1.6”) across   
 
 

 
Schorl Tourmaline, Crabtree Mine Dump, 1966 
This view 13.2 cm (5”) across 
 

 
 
Beryl, Crabtree Mine Dump, 1966 
Main crystal 1.4 cm (0.55”) long 

All in all, it was the trip of a lifetime for a young 
mineral collector, full of memories that stay with me 
to this very day. 
 

69th  
Desautels Micromount Symposium 

By Mike Seeds 
Our club sponsored the first micromount symposium 
ever held on Earth 69 years ago. This year we 
continue the tradition on October 17-19. That’s a 
Friday evening, all day Saturday, and Sunday 
Morning. It is a time filled with minerals small and 
large.  
 
As always, there will be giveaway tables full of free 
minerals. Some are small and some are larger 
pieces. We have received three major gifts from 
colletors across the country, so there will be quite a 
range of material available. There will also be sales 
tables selling larger specimens plus finished 
micromounts. Add to that a silent auction and a 
voice auction conducted by Auction Master, Al 
Pribula. It is a fun time with lots of rock to look at.  
 
There will be three talks 
 
Favorite Minerals from 50 Years of Collecting  

By Ron Gibbs 
 
Mineral Rings: A Personal Fascination 

By Frank Ruehlicke 
 
Backyard Tales of Discovery: The Pursuit of 
Microminerals Across Devon which Revealed 500 
Years of Chemistry 

By David Roe 
 Plus four short talks Friday Evening 
 
Diamonds -                                   by Kathy Hrechka 
The BMS Collection of Rakestraw Micromounts  

by Mike Seeds 
Alum Cave Bluff: Geochemistry  

by Dennis Coskren 
Minerals of the Haines-Kibblehouse Penn-MD 
Quarry 

By Davbid Fryauff 
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Our club also hosts the Micromounters Hall of 
Fame, and the induction ceremonies will be held 
Saturday afternoon for Ron Gibbs and Davide Roe. 
Then Quintin Wight will announce the names of two 
new electees to the Hall of Fame. They don’t know 
they have been elected, so that will be exciting.  
 
It is a time to relax, look at rocks, talk about rocks, 
hear about rocks, and enjoy our hobby. All BMS 
members will receive a registration packet with this 
issue of The Conglomerate.  
 

Why Collect? 
by Al Pribula 

If you’re reading this, I know something about you.  
The chances are extremely high that you’re a 
member of the Baltimore Mineral Society.  (It could 
be that you’re a member of some other mineral club, 
whose newsletter editor has “borrowed” this article, 
but that’s way less likely.)  So, you’re a member of 
a mineral club.  You like minerals.  But, more than 
that, you’re a collector.  You collect minerals.  You 
might search for them in a quarry or roadcut, or at 
mineral shows, or from an online dealer.  You may 
collect micromounts or museum-size specimens, or 
any in-between size, but you’re a mineral collector. 
 
My bet is that since you collect minerals, you also 
have one or more collections of other things as well.  
Most collectors that I know don’t collect just one 
thing.  In my case, at some point in my lifetime, in 
addition to minerals, I’ve collected stamps, coins, 
blown and other sorts of glass, postcards, 
Indigenous arts and crafts, and old Chemistry books.  
(If Linda hadn’t forbidden it, my small collection of 
wooden objects (carved, turned, etc.) would have 
grown significantly.)1  Maybe you collect bottles, or 
fossils, or action figures, or teacups, or comic books, 
or Hummel figurines, or Beanie Babies, or 
butterflies, or vinyl records, or Edwardian silver, or 
Victorian jewelry, or baseball cards, or paintings, 
or…well, any of thousands of other types of 
collectibles.  (A lot of collections have a secondary 

 
1 And how many of something do you have to possess to call it 
a “collection?”  Some people say you only need three, but that 
may be too low.  One time at a glass show, one of the dealers 
asked Linda and me on if we were paperweight collectors.  

collection of dust, but that’s another matter.)  
Collectors “have the collector gene,” or have been 
“bitten by the collector bug,” or suffer from 
“collector pox.”  Some people are collectors, others 
aren’t.  Who knows what motivates a person to 
collect stuff at all, let alone the particular type of 
stuff they collect? 
 
Another thing that seems to be true of all collectors 
is that, at one time or another (and maybe many 
times), they have had someone imply or say to their 
face (or, at the very least, it has been thought by 
someone else) that they are at least a little crazy (or 
nuts, or odd, or something along those lines).  A 
non-collector has a lot of trouble understanding a 
collector.  It’s an alien concept to them.  Maybe they 
liken it to being a hoarder, but that’s something 
entirely different.  A hoarder keeps everything.  
They just can’t throw anything away.  There’s 
usually no order to their hoard.  A collector tends to 
be more of a specialist.  In one way or another, they 
curate their collection(s).  They organize them 
(perhaps by some “standard” system such as the 
Dana system used for minerals, perhaps by a system 
of their own devising), keep records of their 
collection (sometimes very detailed and complete, 
sometimes less so), tend to them (cleaning, etc.), 
store them carefully (sometimes in custom-made 
cases), display them again, perhaps in custom-made 
display cases, and (perhaps even in a special room in 
their home dedicated to their collection(s)), want to 
learn about them (have a collection of references 
pertaining to their collection, go to museum or other 
exhibits about their collecting field, attend meetings 
and symposia about their collecting interest, etc.), 
and are members of organizations (local, national, or 
international) of people who collect and/or study the 
same things as they themselves collect.  (I have said 
many times that, no matter what your collecting 
interest is, there is a national organization of 
collectors of that thing, local/national/international 
meetings about that thing, possibly a museum 
dedicated to that thing, and very likely a Hall of 

Since we collect glass objects of all sorts, not just 
paperweights, we said no.  But when we went home, we 
counted almost 50 paperweights in our collection.  Maybe 
we’re paperweight collectors after all…. 



 The Baltimore Mineral Society 
 

7 | P a g e  
The Conglomerate      September 2025 

Fame for producers/collectors of that thing.  You are 
not alone.) 
 
So, are collectors really crazy?  What do people get 
out of collecting something?  There is evidence that 
humans have collected things for over 100,000 
years.  It’s estimated that 1 in 3 adults collects 
something.  Is it possible that 33% of the adult 
population is off its collective rocker?  (Some might 
say that our current political situation is ample 
evidence for an even higher percentage, but that’s 
another story entirely.)  There must be some 
powerful reasons for, and some large benefits gained 
by, collecting things.  Psychologists who study these 
sorts of things have come up with a number of 
possible reasons (and at least one book has been 
written about the psychology of collecting), but they 
all boil down to one thing:  we like doing it.  In 
some way or another, it brings us pleasure.  It might 
be for esthetic (“They’re pretty.  I like looking at 
them.”), intellectual (“I like learning about them”), 
emotional (“They remind me of my grandma.”), 
monetary (“I’ll make a killing when I sell these.”), 
social (“The folks in the mineral club are great.”), 
stress relief (“When I’m working on my collection I 
forget about the world.”), or any other reason.  
Apparently, collecting feeds the pleasure centers in 
our brains, but without the drawbacks of nicotine, 
alcohol, or gambling.  Functional MRI studies of the 
brain have revealed that the part of the brain that 
lights up when we experience joy also lights up 
when we make a meaningful acquisition for our 
collection. 
 
In addition, collecting may bring us a sense of 
safety, comfort, and/or control.  We experience “the 
thrill of the hunt” when we are looking to add 
something to our collection, and a sense of 
satisfaction when we “bag” another choice item.  It 
gives us a positive feeling of accomplishment and 
self-worth.  This last thing is something that 
distinguishes collectors from hoarders.  Hoarding 
requires no great amount of thought or planning—
things are just acquired and stored indiscriminately.  
There’s no sense of order or accomplishment or 
control in hoarding; in fact, hoarders very frequently 
feel bad about themselves for doing it.  Collectors 
set up goals for themselves, challenge themselves to 

achieve them, and feel satisfaction when one of 
those goals is achieved.  (“I’m really happy.  I’ve 
been looking for a nice Ichinokawa stibnite for 
years, and I found one at the show.”) 
 
Collecting also gives the collector a feeling of 
confidence, and of certainty in uncertain times.  
Collecting became more popular after the COVID 
pandemic hit.  Sales of stamps, coins, comic books, 
and other collectibles soared.  I’m sure that 
happened partially because we were somewhat 
confined to our houses, where are collections reside 
(and on-line buying is so easy), but the feeling of 
control or certainty that collecting brings was 
certainly a factor as well at a time when things seem 
chaotic or uncertain.  It can sharpen our memories.  
A lot of us can recall the specific time or show or 
locality when we acquired a specimen we 
particularly like, or have fond memories of receiving 
a specimen in trade or as a gift from another 
collector we respected and liked.  The things we 
collect are tangible reminders of a particular time 
and/or place in our lives.  And developing our 
knowledge of an item, along with organizing our 
collection records and display, can help develop 
areas of the brain involved in executive functioning, 
like working memory and multitasking.  It’s a way 
of exercising your mind. 
 
So, bottom line:  Collectors aren’t crazy.  (Well, at 
least not just because they’re collectors.)  There are 
a lot of psychological benefits to collecting that 
most of us probably don’t even realize are there.  
Whatever your motivation to collect minerals (or 
anything else) may be, enjoy your collection to the 
fullest.  More than likely, the objects you’re 
collecting will outlive you, which allows you to 
leave a legacy for others.  (I guess maybe 
preservation of the objects is a good motivation to 
collect as well.)  Remember that you’re only the 
temporary possessor of the objects that you collect 
and take care of them for the collectors that will 
follow in your footsteps.  Happy collecting! 
 

Antique Micromounts 
By Steve Stuart 



 The Baltimore Mineral Society 
 

8 | P a g e  
The Conglomerate      September 2025 

A few weeks ago, my wife and I visited the town of 
Nazareth, Pennsylvania in search of a new brewery 
and gastropub that was opening that weekend. We 
got there on a Sunday. While walking to the brewery 
we saw an antique market, The Black Raven. Since 
my wife is an avid collector and part-time dealer in 
antique dolls, textiles, and other collectibles, we 
decided to browse their shop before eating and 
drinking. While perusing one of the display cases, I 
came across a micromount! Asking to see it closer, 
the shopkeeper brought it out for me to examine. It 
turned out to be a Paul Seel micromount dated Sept. 
1970. It is an azurite and malachite from Zacatecas, 
Mexico. The price was reasonable, so I purchased it. 
 

 
 

 
 
The shopkeeper then brought out another 
micromount! This one had some age to it, being 
housed in a rectangular Rakestraw box that was in 

use from the late 1800’s to the early 1930’s. It is a 
vanadinite from the Silver District in Yuma County, 
Arizona. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The Rakestraw box is 1 inch by ¾ inch, handcrafted 
from heavy paper and painted a shiny black. The lid 
is fashioned to fit over the box and is 
characteristically white with red edging around the 
top surface and along the bottom edge. The lid is 
hand-lettered with the species and locality data. The 
bottom has no indication of the micromounter’s 
identity. There is a “Y-4” in the upper left corner of 
the bottom, and an undecipherable scribble in the 
upper right corner. 
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The mount itself in an arrangement of two quartz 
crystals, each topped with a cluster of orange 
vanadinite crystals. It is difficult to determine if 
there are two separate quartz crystals, or if it is a 
single v-twinned crystal. The pedestal is square, 
made of cork, and painted flat black, in contrast with 
the glossy black of the box.   
 

 

 

I have reached out to both the Canadian 
Micromineral Association and Leidy Microscopical 
Society memberships to see if the mounting 
technique and labelling script are indicative of who 
might have crafted the micromount. I extend the 
same request to our Baltimore Mineral Society 
micromount historians. I would love for it to be a 
George Rakestraw or George Fiss mount, but with 
no name given on the label, it is hard to conclude 
that it is from either gentleman. I would welcome 
any feedback from our membership. As you can 
probably guess, I also purchased this one! 
 

Minutes to Meeting 
 
The Baltimore Mineral Society did not meet during 
the month of August 2025. 
 

Shoebox Adventure 152:  
An AI Experiment 

By Mike Seeds 
You can use AI from home by logging into 
ChatGPT. It’s easy and it’s free. A more 
sophisticated level is available for $20/month, but 
the questions below were addressed to ChatGPT in 
the free mode. Answers are in red. Most answers 
were followed by further helpful information, but 
I’ve only included enough to test whether ChatGPT 
knows minerals and mineral collecting.  
 
What is the chemical formula for Calcite?  
CaCO3 
 
What is the hardness of Strontianite? 
3-3.5 on the Mohs scale 
 
What mineral has the formula Pb5(AsO4)3Cl? 
Mimitite 
 
Has gold ever been mined in Maryland? 
Yes, gold was found and mined near Brookville 
1830-1848. During the Civil War, soldiers found 
placer gold. The most significant gold mining area 
was near Catoctin Mountain. (A list of other gold 
locations and mines follows.) 
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Where is the Cadoris Quarry? 
 Codorus Stone Quarry (also known as 

Codorus Stone & Supply Co. Quarry) is 
situated at 135 Mundis Race Road, York, 
PA 17402  

 It's a former limestone and quartzite quarry 
now primarily associated with the Codorus 
Quarry Logistics Center—a large 
commercial/industrial development at 
Busser Road, York, PA  
 

What rare minerals are found in only one location? 
Several rare minerals are found in only one location 
or in very limited areas. Here are a few notable 
examples: 

1. Painite: Once considered one of the rarest 
minerals, Painite was first discovered in 
Myanmar (Burma) and was known from 
only a few specimens for decades. 

2. Tanzanite: This blue-violet gemstone is 
found only in a small mining area near 
Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. 

3. Grandidierite: This rare mineral was first 
discovered in Madagascar and is known for 
its unique blue-green color. The primary 
source remains Madagascar. 

4. Benitoite: Known for its striking blue color, 
Benitoite was discovered in California, USA, 
and is primarily found in the Benitoite Gem 
Mine. 

5. Jeremejevite: This mineral is primarily 
found in just a few locations, with the most 
notable source being in Namibia. 

6. Red Beryl (Bixbite): This rare gemstone is 
found mainly in the Wah Wah Mountains of 
Utah, USA. 

 
What crystal system includes Vanadinite? 
Hexagonal,  Class 6m, Space Group Pb3/m 
 

 
Vanadinite from Mibladen, Morocco. Photo by M. 
Seeds. Photos from ChatGPT are not credited to any 
source of publication. FOV 10 mm 
 
What minerals were found at Francon quarry? 
The Francon Quarry, located in Montréal, 
Québec, Canada, is famous among mineral 
collectors for its remarkable diversity of rare and 
fluorescent minerals. It was originally a limestone 
quarry but became world-renowned for producing 
rare alkaline minerals, particularly those 
associated with carbonatite and sodalite-rich 
syenite dikes. 
Notable minerals from Francon Quarry include: 
Unique or Rare Species: 

 Weloganite (Sr₃Na₂Zr(CO₃)₆·3H₂O) – First 
discovered at Francon, and one of its most 
famous finds. 

 Dawsonite (NaAlCO₃(OH)₂) 
 Dresserite (BaAl₂(CO₃)₂(OH)₄·H₂O) 
 Franconite (NaNbO₃·H₂O) – Also first 

identified here. 
 Hydrodresserite 
 Zirkelite 
 Leucophanite 

More Common but Collectible Minerals: 
 Calcite – Often fluorescent. 
 Sodalite – Especially hackmanite, which is 

tenebrescent and fluorescent. 
 Analcime 
 Fluorite 
 Natrolite 
 Pyrite 
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Fluorescent Minerals: 
 Sodalite (Hackmanite) – Pink/orange under 

UV, tenebrescent. 
 Calcite – Fluorescent red/orange. 
 Dawsonite – Can fluoresce under short UV. 

The quarry is now closed to collecting, but 
specimens are still widely traded and remain highly 
prized for their rarity and unusual chemistry. 
Let me know if you'd like pictures or more info 
about any specific mineral! 
 
Write a limerick about a rock collector. 
A rockhound who hailed from the coast 
Had a mineral shelf he would boast 
With quartz in a jar 
And a geode from Mars— 
(Though that bit was mostly a ghost). 
 
It should be clear from this that ChatGPT knows 
enough to be useful, but it is limited. It did not list 
all minerals found at only one location and it did not 
list all of the 81 minerals found at the Francon 
quarry. It makes some obvious mistakes; for 
example, it misspelled mimetite. It is not a substitute 
for MinDat.  
 
ChatGPT draws on the Internet but also uses third 
party data such as books, articles, and data sets. It 
can even harvest information from interactions it has 
with users. If a user makes an error in a question, 
ChatGPT may use that error as information in a later 
answer. Also, it may not be fully up to date on 
everything that has been posted on the Internet up to 
the moment you ask a question.  
 
Another problem is copyright. For example, we 
don’t know where the limerick came from. Perhaps 
ChatGPT made it up, but the limerick may be from a 
book or from a copyrighted website. (It is fair for us 
to use the limerick here because we are reviewing 
the performance of ChatGPT.) In answering a few of 
these questions, ChatGPT offered photos of 
minerals, but we don’t know where those photos 
came from or whether they are copyrighted. We 
don’t know where ChatGPT found the careful lists 
of minerals given with detailed comments.  You 
must be cautious publishing anything from ChatGPT 

or other AI sources. It could lead you into 
plagiarizing someone else’s work. 
 
   
 

Shows and Events 
 
September 17-20, Mabelvale, AR Central US  
Micromount Symposium. Mabelvale Methodist 
Church Life Center, 10500 Woodman St., 
Mabelvale, AR 72103 (Near Little Rock) 
jmichaelhoward@sbcglobal.net or 
edodell@twc.com  
 
September 20, Franklin, NJ - Franklin Mineral 
Museum Gem & Mineral Show with Swap & 
Sell at the Museum. 32 Evans Street, Franklin, NJ.  
https://www.franklinmineralmuseum.org/event-list/ 
 
September 20-21, Franklin, NJ - Franklin-Sterling 
Show. Franklin Fire Department Building 
and Fireman’s Memorial Park, 137 Buckwheat 
Road, Franklin, NJ. Contact: Bobby Batic at the 
Franklin Mineral Museum. 
 
September 27, Harrisburg, PA, Central PA Rock 
& Mineral Club, Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show, 
Zembo Shrine, 2801 3rd St, Harrisburg 
 
September 27-28, - Ogdensburg, NJ - Sterling Hill 
Fall Mineral Sale at Christiansen Pavilion, 
Sterling Hill Mining Museum, 30 Plant Street, 
Ogdensburg, NJ. sterlinghillminingmuseum.org/ 
 
September 27-28, - West Friendship, MD - 
Atlantic Coast Gem, Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil 
Show. Howard County Fairgrounds, 2210 
Fairgrounds Road, West Friendship, MD.  
https://www.gemcuttersguild.com/ 
 
October 4, Autumn Mineral Fest, Macungie, PA, 
Memorial Park, 50 Poplar St., Macungie, PA. 
https://www.mineralfest.com/ 
 
October 4, 2025 - Waldorf, MD - Southern 
Maryland Rock, Mineral, and Fossil Show. Old 
Waldorf School, 3074 Crain Highway, Waldorf, 
MD 20601. http://www.smrmc.org/ 
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October 17-19, Baltimore, MD Desautels 
Micromount Symposium, Natural History Society of 
Maryland, 6908 Belaire Rd. Baltimore, MD 21206 
 
October 18-19,– Franklin, NJ - Franklin Fall 
Mineral Show at the Franklin Firehouse, 137 
Buckwheat Road, Franklin, NJ.  
 
October 25,– Fairless Hills, PA - Ultraviolation 
2025. First United Methodist Church of Fairless 
Hills, 840 Trenton Road, Fairless Hills, PA 19030.  
uvgeologist@yahoo.com 
 
November 8-9, – West Chester, PA - Friends of 
Mineralogy PA chapter, Symposium/Show and 
Field Trip 2025. West Chester University 700 South 
High Street, West Chester, PA. 
https://rasloto.com/FM/ 
 
November 14-16, - Lebanon, PA - Gem Miner's 
Holiday Gem Jewelry & Gift Show. Lebanon 
Expo Center, 80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon, PA.  
http://www.gem-show.com/ 
 
November 22, - Fairfax, VA - 33rd Annual Gem 
Mineral and Fossil Show Presented by the 

Northern Virginia Mineral Club. Johnson Center at 
the George Mason University Campus, 4400 
University Drive, Fairfax, VA.  
www.novamineralclub.org 
 
November 28-30,  Salem, VA - Roanoke Valley 
Mineral & Gem Society Show. Salem 
Civic Center, 1001 Roanoke Boulevard, Salem, VA 
24153. https://www.rvmgs.org/ 
 
November 28-30, - Morristown, NJ - Morris 
Museum Mineral Weekend. Morris Museum, 6 
Normandy Heights, Morristown, NJ. Friday  
morrismuseum.org/mineral-society 
 
 
BMS Officers 
President: Al Pribula 
Vice President: Herb Close 
Secretary: Jake Slagle  
Treasurer: Linda Scheetz  
Directors: Bernie Emery, Lynne Emery, Mike Seeds 
Symposium Chair: Mike Seeds 
Editor: Mike Seeds, mseeds@fandm.edu  
Webmaster: Gary Staples  
www.baltimoremineralsociety.org   

 
Baltimore Mineral Society Membership 

Name: ________________________________________ 
Address:_______________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________ 
State: _______________ Zip: ____________ 
Telephone: ________________________               E-mail: _____________________ 
Names of family members included in membership: 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
 
Annual dues for individual memberships are $10.00 Annual dues for family memberships shall be $15.00 for 
husband and wife and all children residing in the home under the age of 18. 
 
Mail or give to:  Linda Scheetz 
   3206 Juneau Place 
   Baltimore, MD 21214                         Make checks payable to “Baltimore Mineral Society” 


