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Although he has been collecting minerals since the age of nine, Dr. Donald Howard’s interest in micromounting did not develop until 1974, while he was teaching physics at Portland State University in Oregon. 


He joined the Northwest Micromineral Study Group (NWMMSG) in 1975, and became quickly immersed in their administration, serving as president for sixteen years and as editor of their newsletter, the Microprobe, from 1985 until the present. As editor, he transformed the Microprobe into a publication that promoted educational articles and original research on micromounting and mineralogy (particularly the mineralogy of Pacific Northwest micromineral occurrences). His access to analytical equipment at the University has enabled him to investigate many minerals, particularly the zeolites of the Pacific Northwest, and he has published extensively on his results. In particular, he was instrumental in the discovery and description of the new mineral boggsite in 1990. He also worked on the description of tschernichite, published in 1991, and has authored a number of other formal mineralogy research publications. In recent years has focused his attention on studies of crystal habit and twinning.


A member also of the Northern California Mineralogical Association (NCMA), Dr. Howard has spoken many times at their symposia, and has undertaken a regular yearly lecture as one of the features of the event.


Dr. Howard has long served the micromineral collecting community as educator, researcher, and mentor, and his distinguished service has made him a welcome member of the Micromounters’ Hall of Fame.
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