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NEWSLETTER OF THE BALTIMORE MINERAL SOCIETY, INC.

February BMS Meeting: WED., FEB. 18

The next meeting of BMS will be held February 18th, 2009 at the Cockeysville Public
Library Meeting room. The program will be “Unusual Crystal Patterns and Colors in
Quartz,” given by John Vanko. The meeting will be hosted by Larry Krause. Doors

open at 6:30, and a short business meeting will begin at 7:15.

Upcoming Field Trips!

On Saturday March 14, 2009, starting at 10 a.m., there will be a field trip to
CORNWALL MINERALS, Cornwall Iron Mine, Cornwall, PA. Ruizite (pronounced
Reese-ite), previously known at only one site in Arizona and two sites in South Africa,

was discovered in a single boulder at Cornwall Minerals a few years ago. Keep your eye out for
it. For your own safety bring full safety gear (hard hat, steel-toed boots, eye protection, gloves).
As always, confirm with Ed Goldberg (Edmund.A.Goldberg@usdoj.gov) ahead of time so he has
a list of attendees. You must be a paid-up member of BMS to attend field trips.

On Saturday, April 18, 2009 from 9 am to 12 noon, there will be a field trip to
LAFARGE MARRIOTTSVILLE QUARRY, 11411 Marriottsville road, Marriottsville MD
21104. Quarry rules: No attendee under 16. Full safety gear required. There will be safety
instruction before collecting that all are required to attend and sign off on, including release of
liability. The quarry does not allow collecting under highwalls. We obey all quarry directives
strictly. Register by email with Field Trip Chair Ed Goldberg (Edmund.A.Goldberg@usdoj.gov)
well in advance because he must advise the quarry of expected attendance. You must be a paid
up member of BMS to attend field trips..

PLUS: TENTATIVE SPRING FIELD TRIPS

In addition to the above confirmed field trips, tentative field trips are set for March 29, April
19, and May 17 to collect at Hunting Hill Quarry (Rockville, MD), thanks to Fred Parker. All
are on Sunday mornings, meeting at 8:15 a.m. Per person chip-in fee of $5. ALL SAFETY
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED. Reserve your space with Ed Goldberg
(Edmund.A.Goldberg@usdoj.gov).

Minerals & Books Galore at Jan. BMS Meeting

Rather than have a speaker and formal meeting in January, the evening was devoted to
mineral and book sales. Five members brought minerals to sell while the club table fea-
tured books being deaccessioned from the club library. Besides club members, several

members of the public, including a woman with a service dog, also came, perused our wares
and made some purchases.

A number of library books remain unsold. The list of available titles and prices was circu-
lated to members last month and if you're still interested in any of the titles, you may still pur-
chase any that remain. Send an e-mail to Carolyn Weinberger <cscrystals2@verizon.net> listing
the title you are interested in purchasing. If they are still available, we'll make arrangements for
you to buy them.

Book and rock sellers reported having a good evening. If you missed it, maybe next year!
You can find photos at the BMS web site.
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• Upcoming Shows
For the latest information,
check out the web site of the
Eastern Federation of Mineral
and Lapidary Societies:
http://www.amfed.org/efmls.

FEBRUARY
SUN., 22: Octahedron Min-
erals Annual Home Show,
12:30-4 p.m., 1106 Gypsy
Lane West, one mile east of
Dulaney Valley Rd. Speci-
mens from Larry Krause col-
lection and estate of geologist
Lisa Grimminger.

MARCH
7-8: The Delaware Miner-
alogical Society, Inc.’s 46th
Annual Earth Science Gem
and Mineral Show, at Dela-
ware Technical and Com-
munity College (I-95 Exit 4B,
Churchmans Road, Newark)
Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. & Sun.11
a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4
seniors, $3 children 12-16;
under 12 free if with an adult.
Visit www.delminsociety.net or
contact gene@fossilnut.com.

21-22: 45th annual show of
The Gem, Lapidary & Min-
eral Society of Montgomery
Co., Md.; Montgomery Co.
Fairgrounds, Gaithersburg;
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults
$6, children under 12 free;
exhibits, demonstrations,
workshops, over 20 dealers;
contact George Durland,
(301) 299-8213; e-mail:
GDurland1@verizon.net; Web
site: www.glmsmc.com.
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A New Maryland Mineral Exhibit

If you have been a BMSer for very long you know that Ed Goldberg has worked for years to
create a public display of Maryland minerals. He has approached many facilities asking if
they have room for a display case, and he has finally succeeded.
On Sunday, January 25th, 2009, two science faculty members from Howard County

Community College visited Ed’s home and selected about two dozen of his specimens, including
Medford calcites, Hunting Hill garnets, Mineral Hill and Springfield mine sulfides, Frostburg
siderites, and so on. Ed donated the minerals for a display case on the ground floor of the col-
lege science building. A label to identify them as coming from Ed’s collection will also mention
BMS and dedicate the display to the memory of Herb Corbett and Jack Nelson. A framed photo
of Jack panning on Rock Run will also be in the case.

One Collector’s “Trashite”

The Desautels Micromount Symposium ended soon after lunch one Sunday last October,
and as the last, slowest, and most stubborn micromounters packed up their gear, a group
of us BMSers started cleaning up. I was busy folding tables and sweeping when the call

went out. “If anybody wants stuff off of the giveaway tables, get it now ‘cause the rest is going to
the dumpster.” I made a quick visit to the tables and flipped through a few egg cartons and
boxes. On a whim I grabbed a cigar-box-sized carton of ugly clods and put it on my stack of
goodies. That trashite turned out to be treasure.

The box said “Great Southern Mine,” and the write-up inside was from David Shannon
Minerals. I broke a few of the crumbly clods open and found vugs full of beautiful stuff. There
are plenty of small quartz crystals, and some of the matrix is massive granular fluorite. No cubes
or corners are visible, but the fluorite gives some of the rocks a nice purple glow. Galena is
imbedded in the fluorite in many places. A few cerussites show up and a few are twinned.

The showstopper is the wulfenite. Usually wulfenite crystals are thin, tabular and generally
square, but wulfenite from the Great Southern Mine is different. It is elongated perpendicular to
the square plane (along the c axis) into short prismatic pyramids that often twin on the base.
That is, they look like short toothpicks with a square cross section up to a millimeter long. Some
are single and some form sprays. Some vugs are so filled with these sharp, creamy yellow spikes
at odd angles they look like deadly wild animal pits yawning open for a victim.

In a few cases the wulfenite crystals join side by side to form vaguely cubic masses with
spiked surfaces like two scrub brushes joined back to back. Some of these have a dark band
down the center and are thought to be plates of wulfenite on which wulfenite needles have
grown epitaxially aligned with the c axis of the original plate. That looked familiar, and when I
checked, I found I had similar massive crystals from the Purple Passion Mine. Mindat reveals the
two mines are near each other just 10 miles east of Wickenburg, AZ. In fact, one reference says
minerals from the Great Southern Mine should be relabeled Purple Passion Mine, but my speci-
mens from the later site don’t often have single needles of wulfenite.

Many of the vugs contain a carpet of tiny sprays of glass-clear willemite crystals. In some
cases, they cluster at the base of the larger wulfenite spikes. Some of these willemite sprays are
faintly fluorescent.

The rocks in that box were on the giveaway table for two days, and nobody wanted them.
But those ugly clods yielded some very nice specimens. I’ve donated a few to micromount auc-
tions, kept a few, and will put the remaining clods back on the giveaway table next time. Since
this stuff was headed for the dumpster, it should probably be considered trashite, but it’s pretty
stuff for trash.   —Mike Seeds
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Baltimore Mineral Society
Mike Seeds, president, 717-285-
3745; Al Pribula, vice president;
Bob Hudgins, treasurer; Carolyn
Weinberger, secretary, Larry
Krause, newsletter, 410/828-0024.

E-mail news or questions to:
mseeds@fandm.edu or
managingeditor@verizon.net
Write c/o 1106 Gypsy Lane West
Baltimore, MD 21286.

FIELD TRIP INFO:
E-mail Edmund.A.Gold-
berg@usdoj.gov to learn about
upcoming mineral field trips.

BMS MEETINGS: 
3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 P.M. Cockeysville Public Library except Oct.

(Micromount Symposium); December (BMS holiday party), May (BMS annual BBQ) & August 

BMS Member
Harvey Cantor Dies

Our member Harvey Cantor
died recently. Services were held
on Thursday, February 5, 2009 at
Riverside Cemetery in Saddle-
brook, NJ. Expressions of sympa-
thy may be sent to HarveyÕs sis-
ter, Ms. Phyllis Bleicher, at 11736
N. Mesquite Hollow Dr., Tucson,
Arizona, 85737

—Carolyn Weinberger

EFMLS Offers 
On-line Library

The Eastern Federation of
Mineralogical & Lapidary
Societies (EFMLS) offers an on-
line library of mineral-related
articles. Visitors are permitted to
republish the information, so
long as proper credit is given.
Visit http://www.amfed.org/
efmls/library.htm.

Wildacres Sessions
The EFMLS sponsors two annu-
al lapidary and jewelry-making
workshops at Wildacres, a
retreat in North CarolinaÕs Blue
Ridge Mountains. Sessions last
one week. Spring Dates are:
April 17-23, 2009; Fall Dates
are: September 7-13, 2009.
Visit http://www.amfed.org/
efmls/wildacres.htm.
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How About Signing Up for Wildacres this Year?

The EFMLS sponsors two annual lapidary and jewelry-making workshops at Wildacres,
a retreat in North CarolinaÕs Blue Ridge Mountains. Sessions last one week. Spring
Dates are: April 17-23, 2009; Fall Dates are: September 7-13, 2009. This spring, BMS

is well-represented on the Wildacres faculty. Steve Weinberger will teach faceting, Bernie
Emory will teach basic and intermediate cabochons, and Carolyn Weinberger will teach

micromounting.
Following is text adapted from the EFMLS website:

Workshop attendance is open to any active member of a Club or
Society that is a member of the Eastern Federation. Individuals from
the other Federations may attend on a space-available basis. All regis-
trants must choose 4 classes, in the order of their preference. Enrollees

will be placed in the classes as registration forms are received, and once a
class is full, the next chosen class with openings will be assigned.

Fees for the 2009 sessions of Wildacres are $345 per person. This fee includes room, board
and classroom instruction. Most classes will also charge a nominal fee to cover materials and
supplies.

The week at Wildacres is divided into two parts, or Òsemesters.Ó Students take one class
lasting either the full week (4 days) or two different classes lasting 2 days each. The day
between ÒsemestersÓ is set aside to allow participants to explore the region, participate in an
old-fashioned tailgate session and relax.

Each Wildacres Workshop also features an expert-in-residence who gives daily talks about a
variety of topics in his or her field of interest. The spring session (April) speaker will be
Michael Wise, research mineralogist/curator at the Smithsonian and one of the world's leading
authorities on the mineralogy of pegmatites. For the fall session (September), we're pleased to
welcome Brenda Foreman, who will talk about the history of jewelry. These experts live on
campus, often attend classes and interact with Workshop participants throughout the session.

If you would like to obtain a short CD about the EFMLS Wildacres Workshops, send an
e-mail to: cscrystals2@verizon.net, giving the name and postal address to which the program is
to be sent and the name of your club. The program is free for the asking and an ideal way of
sharing Wildacres with your club members. For more information, visit http://www.amfed.org/
efmls/wildacres.htm.

Web Resources from British Columbia
Found on a disk of mineral society newsletters was this list of websites to browse. Check out:

• British Columbia Lapidary Society: http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/
¥ Resource for books on metalworking, goldsmithing, and more:
http://www.brainpress.com
¥Ganoksin, billed as ÒThe Gem and Jewelry World's Foremost

Resource on The InternetÓÑit claims to have over 220,000 pages
of reference material online: http://www.ganoksin.com/

¥Canadian Rockhound Archives: http://search-
recherche.collectionscanada.gc.ca/fed/searchResults.jsp?FormName=from+Fed+Search+Result
s&SourceQuery=&ResultCount=5&PageNum=1&MaxDocs=-
1&SortSpec=score+desc&Language=eng&Sources=amicus&Sources=mikan&Sources=genap
p&Sources=web&soundex=on&QueryText=rockhounds

• Minerology of Nova Scotia: http://nsminerals.atspace.com/
• Minerals of Newfoundland (commercial site): http://www.nvo.com/oncearockinc/door/

—Calgary Lapidary Journal
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Other Local Clubs
Chesapeake Gem And Mineral
Society, Inc.
(http://chesapeake.rockclub.us/)
meets the 2nd Friday of each
month except August at 7:30
P.M. Women's Club of
Catonsville, St. Timothy's Lane
& Old Frederick Rd;
Catonsville, MD.
Gem Cutters Guild of
Baltimore, Inc.
(http://www.gemcuttersguild.com)
meets the1st Tuesday of each
month except January, July and
August at 7:30 P.M. at Meadow
Mill at Woodberry, 3600
Clipper Mill Rd., Suite 116;
Baltimore, MD

It’s time to renew
your BMS
Membership!
Individual memberships $10;
family memberships $15. Send
payment along with your
name, list of family members,
address, phone and e-mail to:
Bob Hudgins, 6713 Balmoral
Overlook, New Market, MD
21774. Or: renew at the next
BMS meeting!

Write for “The
Conglomerate”!
Send your observations to octa-
hedron1@mac.com or
mseeds@fandm.edu for inclusion
in The Conglomerate. Don’t have
email? Hand in your submis-
sions at a meeting or by snail
mail. 


